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Here Amherst found him on his arrival with the victorious
battalions from Louisburg, but too late to renew the advance
against Montcalm, who had himself received reinforcements.
Some compensation for this set-back was afforded by the
brilliant little raid of Bradstreet along the Mohawk valley
against Fort Frontenac on Lake Ontario—a success which
served to some extent to restore British prestige among the
Indians, and also severed the communications between
Duquesne and Montreal at the moment when the former place
was menaced by Forbes' advance from Pennsylvania.
The third British column, setting out in July, was meanwhile
pressing slowly and with much toilsome labour through the ninety
miles of dense forest which separated it from Fort Duquesne.
The patience and perseverance of its commander, himself sick
to death, had its reward when in November the fort was reached
and found abandoned. A garrison was left behind to restore
and occupy it, and the rest of the force made its way back to
Pennsylvania, carrying with it its dying leader, who was not
destined to survive long enough to receive the thanks of his
country for his services.
Thus the commencement of 1759 saw the French in Canada
pressed hard on both their flanks, their communications with
the home country by sea and with the south and west severed
and their territory confined within the area of the middle St.
Lawrence. Pitt's plan of operations for the ensuing summer
was the logical consequence and continuation of that for 1758.
Amherst replaced the unfortunate Abercromby in chief
command and was also entrusted with the advance by the
central line of operations from Albany against Lakes George
and Champlain ; he was also directed to despatch a subsidiary
expedition westwards to restore Oswego and capture the French
fort at Niagara. Meanwhile Wolfe, with a semi-independent
command of 12,000 men, was to advance up the St. Lawrence
against Quebec.
In the actual event, only 8000 men could be mustered for
Wolfe's force, and with these he had to invest a strongly
defended city, held by 16,000 troops, some among the best in
the French army, and led by the capable and prudent Montcalm.
His task, none too easy at the best, was rendered still moire
difficult by the negligence of the naval commander, who allowed
French reinforcements to slip up the St. Lawrence as soon as
the ice broke up, and by the fact that on one of the transports
was Bougainville, one of Montcalrn's subordinates, bearing an
intercepted letter from Pitt to Amherst, which revealed the
whole British plan of campaign for the year. None the less,
Wolfe and Saunders, the admiral of the squadron detailed to

